Agenda Item: 8

AMENTIES COMMITTEE REPORT

Meeting Date: Tuesday 14 October 2025

Subject:

Defibrillator installation request at Wareham Recreation Ground

Prepared by:

Katy Babbs, Administration Officer

Purpose of Report:

To consider request from Wareham Rangers Youth Team to install a
defibrillator at the Pavilion on Wareham Recreation Ground

Background:

The Wareham Rangers Youth Football Team has requested permission to
install a defibrillator at the Sports Pavilion on the Recreation Ground. The
team regularly uses the facility for weekly training and matches and considers
the presence of a defibrillator important for the safety of players, spectators,
and other users of the site.

Key Points:

The nearest publicly accessible defibrillators to the Recreation Ground are
located at Wareham Quay and the Masonic Hall on Howards Lane.

The proposed defibrillator would be installed at the Sports Pavilion and made
publicly accessible, providing quicker access in the event of a cardiac
emergency.

The Town Council would be responsible for the electricity supply to the unit,
with estimated annual costs of up to £100. There will be no financial
contribution required from the Town Council toward the purchase or
installation of the defibrillator, however as the device will be available for use
by the whole community, all future ongoing costs such as those for
replacement pads, batteries and disposable items would be required to be
met by the Town Council.

Defibrillators are generally low-maintenance devices and are designed to
perform regular self-checks to ensure they remain operational.

Wareham Rangers Youth Team would apply for funding from the Football
Foundation to cover the full cost of the defibrillator, including its installation.

Implications:

Financial Implications — Increase in electricity costs, up to £100 per year.
Replacement defibrillator pads = £35-£155

Replacement battery = £50-£350. This will typically need replacing 2-3 times
in a ten-year period

Disposable items (razor, towel, face shield, scissors) = £5-£20

Staff — Additional time to carry out weekly/monthly checks on the device
depending on model.

Recommendation:

To consider the request from the Wareham Rangers Youth Team for
permission to install a publicly accessible defibrillator at the Sports Pavilion
on Wareham Recreation Ground.
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