
Town Hall 
East Street 
Wareham 
Dorset 
BH20 4NS 

4 February 2026 

To: All Members of the Amenities Committee 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED TO ATTEND a meeting of the AMENITIES COMMITTEE to be 
held on Tuesday 10 February 2026 7.30pm (or on the rising of the Planning and Transport 
Committee if later) in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, East Street, Wareham for the purpose of 
transacting the business set out in the agenda below. 

All members of the public are welcome to attend. 

Nicola Gray 
Town Clerk 

Please contact the Town Council office on 01929 553 006 if you need any further information 
on this Agenda. 

Members of the Amenities Committee 

Councillor V Green (Chair)  Councillor S Dean 
Councillor S Wheatley (Deputy Chair) Councillor M Hill 
Councillor M Cotton  Councillor L Kirk  
Councillor K Critchley  Councillor D Robinson 
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1. Apologies for absence 

To receive, and consider for acceptance, apologies for absence. (LGA1972 s85) 

2. Declarations of interest 

To declare any interests relating to the business of the meeting and receive any dispensation 
requests from the Clerk. (Localism Act 2011 s29-34) 

3. Public participation time 

An opportunity for members of the public to raise issues of concern or interest, ask a question 
or make a statement or present a petition or be part of a deputation. Public participation time 
will be conducted in accordance with the Council’s ‘Protocol for Public Participation Time’ 
which is limited to 15 minutes, with no individual speaker exceeding a maximum of three 
minutes each. (LGA1972 s100) 

4. Confirmation of minutes of previous meeting held on Tuesday 9 December 2025 

To confirm, as a correct record, the minutes of the previous meeting of the Committee 
(LGA1972 sch12). 

5. Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting held on Tuesday 9 December 
2025 

To consider any matters arising from the previous minutes of the Committee. 

6.  Dog Refuse Bin – Bell’s Orchard / North Bestwall Road 

To consider the installation of a dog refuse bin near the Saxon Walls at Bell’s Orchard and 
North Bestwall Road. 

7.      Dorset Mind – Chatty Bench Campaign 

To seek in-principal support for Dorset Mind’s campaign and, if approved, explore a suitable 
location to site a Chatty Bench. 

8.      Hedgehog Haven Scheme 

To consider the installation of Hedgehog Havens at Wareham Town Council Greenspaces.  

9.      Town Hall Roof Repairs – To Follow 

To consider the quotations received for repair works to the Town Hall roof.  

10.      Howards Lane Public Convenience Update – To Follow 

To receive an update regarding the Howards Lane Public Conveniences Project and consider 
next steps. 

 

AMENITIES COMMITTEE 
MEETING 

A G E N D A 

10 February 2026 
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11. Any other items the Chairman deems urgent 

For report, information or for the agenda at the next meeting of the Amenities Committee. 
Councils cannot lawfully decide items of business which are not specified in the 
summons/agenda (LGA1972 sch. 12, paras 10(2)(b) and Longfield Parish Council v Wright 
(1918) 88 LJ Ch 119). 

12. Date of next meeting 

To note the date of the next meeting, which is scheduled for Tuesday 14 April 2026 at 
7:30pm. 
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Committee Members present: Councillors V Green (Chairman), M Cotton, K Critchley, I Davey, M 
Hill and L Kirk. 

Officers present: S Dickins, Deputy Town Clerk 

A 032/25-26 Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Wheatley and Cllr 
Robinson. 

A 033/25-26 Declarations of interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

A 034/25-26 Public participation time 

There were no members of the public present. 

A 035/25-26 Confirmation of the minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the Amenities Committee held on 14 October 
2025 were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. 

A 036/25-26 Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting 

Cllr Critchley noted his pleasure at the quality of the restoration and repair work at 
the St. Martin’s-On-The-Walls War Memorial. 

Cllr Cotton asked for an update regarding the remedial works required on fencing 
adjoining the Carey Play Area which was the responsibility of a housing association. 
The Deputy Town Clerk noted that the housing association has been in contact with 
the Town Council to advise that the respective occupiers had been instructed to 
carry out the repairs, and subsequent to that, members of staff from the housing 
association had been seen on site assessing the requirements for the repairs. The 
Deputy Town Clerk would remain in close contact with the housing association until 
the matter was resolved. 

A 037/25-26 Carey Play Area Replacement Trampoline Padding 

The Committee considered the quotes received for the repair of the Carey Play Area 
trampoline. 

It was RESOLVED to appoint Wicksteed Leisure Limited to carry out the repairs to 
the trampoline at a cost of £1,474.39 (excluding VAT) with the expenditure being 
taken from the “Hauses Field – Play Area Maintenance” cost centre. 

A 038/25-26 Any other items the Chairman deems urgent 

The Deputy Town Clerk noted the correspondence received by the Town Council 
and Councillors from two residents in respect to the proposed MUGA development 
at Hauses Field and that the Town Council Office would acknowledge response of 
the correspondence. 

A 039/25-26 Date of next meeting 

It was noted that the next meeting of the Amenities Committee was scheduled to be 
held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 10 February 2026. 

Chairman……………………………… Date……………………………… 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities Committee held 
on Tuesday 9 December 2025 in the Council Chamber, 
Town Hall, East Street, Wareham at 7.00pm. 
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AMENTIES COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

Meeting Date: 10 February 2026 
 

Agenda Item: 6 
 

Subject: Dog Refuse Bin – Bell’s Orchard / North Bestwall Road 
Prepared by: Sam Dickins, Deputy Town Clerk 
Purpose of Report: To consider the installation of a dog refuse bin near the Saxon Walls at Bell’s 

Orchard and North Bestwall Road. 

Background: The Town Council has received requests for a previously existing dog refuse 
bin to be reinstalled near the Saxon Walls at Bell’s Orchard and North 
Bestwall Road. 
 
Dorset Council cannot find historic record of a bin at this location and has 
advised it would not adopt a discretionary bin at this location. 
 
Officers have prepared this paper to consider the installation and ongoing 
collection of a dog refuse bin at this location. 

Key Points: This area of Wareham is a popular section for dog walkers. While there is dog 
litter provision in the form of standard litter bins within the area, there has 
been resident feedback indicating that these bins do not fall within their 
ordinary walking route. 

Officers engaged with Dorset Council, which would be willing to either: 

- Install a suitable bin and offer on-going collection on a commercial 
basis. (£188 excl. VAT for a 90-105 Litre bin1 or £416 excl. VAT for a 
110-130 Litre bin2 + £6.21 per collection thereafter) 
 
Or 
 

- Service a bin installed by Wareham Town Council on an on-going 
commercial basis (£6.21 (excl. VAT) per collection) 

As Wareham Town Council owns a suitable, non-deployed heritage round 
hooded litter bin, one could be installed at this location incurring only minor 
installation costs e.g. postcrete. (A likeness of this bin is displayed in Figure 
1.) 

Dorset Council officers have initially recommended a bi-weekly collection 
schedule, with scope for future revisions as need dictates. This would initially 
cost Council £645.84 (excluding VAT) annually.  

Given the long-term, unbudgeted financial cost implications of the Town 
Council commissioning Dorset Council to provide discretional bin emptying of 
this bin, officers have also considered bringing this bin emptying provision in-
house using Town Council operatives.  

- Town Council operatives would be able to adopt the emptying of a 
Town Council installed bin at this location into their workflows  

 
1 Classic Litter Bin | 90-105 Litres | Leafield Environmental  
2 Pioneer Litter Bin | 110-130 Litres | Leafield Environmental  
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Following liaison between residents who noted community demand for a bin 
at this location, as well as working with Dorset Council officers, two suitable 
locations have been identified for a bin to be installed. These are contained 
within appendix A. 

Implications: Failure to install a bin at this location will leave dog refuse concerns 
unaddressed. 
 
Committing to outsourced collections is an unbudgeted, long-term expense 
and identifying and authorising a suitable budget line for this expenditure 
would need a recommendation to PR&F. 
 
Commissioning the purchase and installation of bins through Dorset Council 
may be an imprudent use of public money given capabilities in-house.  
 
Failure to install a bin at this location may be perceived by residents as the 
Town Council rejecting or ignoring their concerns. 
 
Amending or adding street furniture has a long-term visual and functional 
impact on individual parts of the town and ensuring their suitability is an 
important part of the Town Council’s stewardship role.  
 
Installing a bin at this location will create a minor additional long-term work 
allocation commitment. 

Recommendation: To install a non-deployed heritage round hooded litter bins at one of the 
identified locations at Bell’s Orchard / North Bestwall Road and adopt its on-
going collections.  

 

 

Figure 1. 
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Appendix A 
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AMENTIES COMMITTEE REPORT  
 

Meeting Date: Tuesday 10 February 2026 
 

Agenda Item: 7 
 

Subject: Dorset Mind Chatty Bench Campaign 
Prepared by: Katy Babbs, Administration Officer 
Purpose of Report: To seek in-principal support for Dorset Mind’s campaign and, if approved, 

explore a suitable location to site a Chatty Bench. 

Background: Dorset Mind is a local mental health charity delivering life-changing support 
services across Dorset. One of its current initiatives is the Chatty Bench 
campaign, a project that brings together local councils, corporate sponsors, 
local artists and the charity to create safe, welcoming public spaces that 
encourage connection and conversation. 

Each Chatty Bench is more than a place to sit; it is a vibrant piece of public 
art designed to promote mental wellbeing, reduce loneliness, and 
encourage people to pause, reflect, and connect with others in their 
community. 

Key Points: • Community Benefit – The Chatty Bench promotes mental wellbeing 
and social connection 

• Location – Identify a safe, accessible, visible location to encourage 
use 

• Due to the vibrant colour of the bench, it is not possible to site the 
Chatty Bench within Wareham Town Centre as it lies within a 
designated conservation area  

• Funding – Dorset Mind will seek local corporate sponsorship 
• Installation – Costs to be met by Dorset Mind 
• Public Engagement – Opportunity to take part in a positive mental 

health initiative 
• Timescales – currently seeking corporate sponsorship, which is not 

yet in place. Aiming for installation by the end of March 2026 
• The first chatty bench has recently been installed at Furzy Cliff in 

Weymouth and can be seen on this link and picture in the attached 
appendix A: 
https://dorsetmind.uk/introducing-dorset-minds-first-chatty-bench/ 

Implications: If required, the council may need to provide a concrete base for the bench 
and carry out minimal general maintenance. 
 
Funding for the bench itself would be sought through corporate sponsorship 
by Dorset Mind. 
 

Recommendation: To support the Chatty Bench initiative and to agree the suitability of the 
proposed location at North Causeway. 
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Appendix A 
 

North Causeway – (North of Subway) 
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AMENTIES COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

Meeting Date: 10 February 2026 
 

Agenda Item: 8 
 

Subject: Hedgehog Havens Scheme 
Prepared by: Jayden Smith, Purbeck School Student, Sam Dickins, Deputy Town Clerk 
Purpose of Report: To consider the installation of Hedgehog Havens at Wareham Town Council 

green spaces. 

Background: Wareham Town Council were contacted by Green Council Solutions on 26 
January 2026 advocating for hedgehog haven boxes to be installed in Town 
Council green areas. 
 
Hedgehogs are classified as “near threatened”1 with environmental legislation 
reinforcing duties around Biodiversity Net Gain. Hedgehogs are deemed as a 
priority species in most Local Wildlife Action Plans. 
 
Town Councils are under a statutory duty under the Environment Act 2021 s. 
1022 (as amended) to consider what they can do to conserve and enhance 
biodiversity as well as biodiversity net gain, often referred to as “The 
Biodiversity Duty”. 
 
Actions towards this is a statutory responsibility and will benefit with 
community engagement amidst Wareham. 

Key Points: The installation of Hedgehog Havens could be carried out in several 
Wareham Town Council greenspaces. These would require limited extra 
maintenance and monitoring which could be included within current, daily 
officer inspections. 

Hedgehog havens are primarily a tool to provide hedgehogs secure space 
and habitats in urban areas, where habitat loss is a significant contributing 
factor to population decline. 

Green Council Solutions offer ‘Hedgehog Havens’ in a variety of packages 
dependent on the extent of the scheme councils are seeking to implement. 
These are packages of 4 for £240 (excl. VAT), 8 for £440 (excl. VAT) or 16 
for £800 (excl. VAT), including shelters, monitoring guides, ceramic 
hardwearing watering bowls and nesting materials and starter food packs to 
guide hedgehogs to the shelters initially. 

Supporting biodiversity initiatives often brings community engagement 
opportunities as well as strong public support3. Such activities may also act 
as an awareness raising catalyst for residents to take their own steps to 
support local, indigenous wildlife populations.  

Participation in a hedgehog haven scheme may benefit ‘In Bloom’ 
submissions, evidencing ongoing work to support and enhance biodiversity. 

 
1 https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/pdf/213411773 
2 The Environment Act 2021 
3 Public Sector Executive - Polling of Residents' Support for Biodiversity Schemes  
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Locations: 

Officers have investigated suitable Town Council operated greenspaces for 
the scheme to be introduced into and recommend a trial of 4 havens installed 
at the following locations.  

- x1 within the Recreation Ground (avoiding play area and sports fields) 
 

- x1 at the land adjoining the Carey Hall building (avoiding the play area) 
 

- x2 at either end of Hauses Field (avoiding play area and sports fields) 

Financial: 

Suitable budget lines have been identified to support procuring hedgehog 
havens for the three recommended sites, being: 

- “Recreation Ground – New Equipment Rec” 
- “Hauses Field – Maintenance Hauses Field” 
- “Town Features and Furniture – General Maintenance”  

Town Council Policy Commitments: 

To work towards fulfilling its biodiversity duty, Wareham Town Council has an 
adopted Environment and Biodiversity Policy4. Participation in a hedgehog 
haven scheme would evidence consideration and tangible action to delivering 
the Town Council biodiversity duty and evidence commitment to the general 
principles of the policy for example but not limited to:  

- General Principles 1.1 – Managing Council land with biodiversity in 
mind. 

- Maintaining Habitats 2.3 – Continuously monitoring land owned by 
Wareham Town Council to identify any emergent threats to biodiverse 
spaces and mitigate against these. 

- Creating and Enhancing Habitats 

Implications: There is a minor financial implication to procuring hedgehog havens, though 
budget lines have been identified for the proposed installation sites.  
 
Failure to install measures to support urban hedgehog populations is likely 
to contribute to an unmitigated decline in local hedgehog populations, and 
further higher-risk population designations. 
 
Failure to consider the installation of hedgehog shelters could be viewed as 
the Council failing to fulfil its biodiversity duty.  
 
If created, some people may vandalise these Hedgehog Havens so 
measures to ensure they are safe and protected will have to be enforced. 

Recommendation: To consider the installation of Hedgehog Havens in Wareham Town Council 
operated greenspaces.  

 

 
4 Wareham Town Council Environment and Biodiversity Policy  
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