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                              Town Council 2.3.10
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WAREHAM TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY, 2nd MARCH, 2010   IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, EAST STREET, WAREHAM AT 7.00 P.M.

Present: Councillor Mrs. A. Tighe (Town Mayor);   Councillors   Mrs. P. Bowyer-Davis; D. Budd;   Mrs. D. Cleaton;   D. Critchley; Mrs. S. Elmes; K. Green;  Mrs. V. Green; E. Osmond; M. Russell; Mrs. A. Selby; Mrs. C. Turner;  T. Williams and Mrs. M. Wainwright.   
Officers in attendance: Mr. R. Curtis, Town Clerk and Mrs. A. Dominy, Admin Assistant.

Members of the public - 7 
149.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME – an opportunity for members of the public to raise issues of concern or interest, ask a question or make a statement.  This item is also an opportunity, in accordance with paragraph 12(2) of the Code of Conduct, for any Member to speak who has a prejudicial interest on a matter to be considered at this meeting.  Public participation time shall not exceed 30 minutes for full Town Council meetings and any speaker shall not exceed 3 minutes.
Mr. L. Burns, 20 Monmouth Road, Wareham, Chairman of the Scouts and Guides Hut Management Committee, reported that the construction of the hut was now complete and the official opening ceremony would be held on Saturday, 27th March, 2010 and the Mayor had kindly agreed to perform the opening ceremony.  He also asked about the current position with regard to the lease renewal. The Town Clerk reported that the lease was currently with the Council’s solicitors and he hoped it would be dealt with shortly.
Mr. D. Moss, 20 Bestwall Road, Wareham representing Purbeck Environmental Action Team (PEAT) reported on the presentation to be held in the Corn Exchange on 10th March, 2010 on Renewable Energy.   He also spoke on the application for a wind farm at East Stoke and advised that PEAT were in favour of this proposal.

150.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
An apology for absence had been received from Councillor K. Critchley. 
Councillor Mrs. V. Green reported that she was a fully paid up member of the Liberal Democrat Party.
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151.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Mr. K. Green declared a personal interest under the Model Code of Conduct in Agenda Item 14 – Councillor Vacancy – as he had known the applicant for many years.
Councillor Mrs. C. Turner declared a personal interest under the Model Code of Conduct in Agenda Item 14 – Councillor Vacancy – as she had attended school with the applicant.

152.   CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON  26TH JANUARY, 2010    
The Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 26th January, 2010 were confirmed as a correct record of the meeting and signed by the Mayor after the following amendments.
Page 73 – line 6 – insert E. Osmond;
Page 74 – line 19 – Minute 135 after Mayor insert “after the following amendment –“;  line 20  - delete “a retrospective” and add “an”; delete “Minute 125, to be added to Page 69”;

Page 74 – delete 134 and insert 136A;

Page 75 - line 27 – after £236.42 insert – per year.
153.   MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Minute 145 – Standing Orders Review – the Town Clerk confirmed that at the next meeting of the Standing Orders Working Party the matter of “Co-option” would  be discussed, with a view to adding a section on Co-OptionProcedures..
154.  TO RECEIVE PETITIONS AND DELEGATIONS – to receive any petitions from members of the public, or from Councillors on behalf of their local community members, and any delegations from members of the public.
None
155.  TO ANSWER MEMBERS QUESTIONS (IF ANY)

None.
156.   MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor reported that she had attended a Civic Afternoon at Ferndown which included a performance of “There’ll always be an England.”
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She had also attended the opening of the new Weldmar Care Hospice shop in West Street, Wareham, attended an Evening at the Rex Cinema and attended a Fairtrade evening.

157.  TO RECEIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS
(a)   Human Resources Panel – 5th February, 2010    
RESOLVED that the report be noted.
(b)   Planning and Transport Committee – 8th February, 2010 and 1st March, 2010 

RESOLVED that the reports be noted.
Councillor Mrs. Elmes reported on the following amendment –

Page 35 – line 23 – delete “perking” insert “parking.

Councillor Budd requested that copies of the Planning and Transport Committee minutes be emailed to both Councillor Critchley and himself in readiness for the Planning Board meetings at Purbeck District Council.  This was agreed by the Chairman.

Councillor Budd also reported on planning application no 6/2010/0007 – Breck Limited, 11A Folly Lane, Wareham - and advised that  this application had gone to Appeal, the Inspector had found in favour of the applicant and it would therefore be approved.

(c)   Museum Committee – 9th February, 2010           
RESOLVED that the report be noted
The Chairman drew attention to Minute 46 – Ancient Monuments Liaison Officer for the Museum and requested that the Town Clerk confirm to the relevant people that Mr. Ben Buxton was the Ancient Monuments Liaison Officer for the Museum.

Councillor Budd reported that he did not think it necessary to record the names of the volunteers attending the meeting since they were not members of the Committee, had no vote and therefore could not take part in any decision making. 
(d) Policy Resources and Finance Committee – 15th February, 2010

RESOLVED that the report be noted.
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(e) Wareham in Bloom Committee – 17th February, 2010 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
(f) Amenities Committee – 24th February, 2010
RESOLVED that the report be noted.
158.  REPORTS BY DISTRICT COUNCILLORS, COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES
County Council Report

Councillor D Budd reported as follows:

County Council Budget

· The County Council meeting on Thursday 11 February approved its annual budget at a total requirement for 2010/11 of £278,404,500 - of which £201,393,762 had to be raised from the Council Tax and represented an increase in the Council Tax of 2.97%.
· The average Band D Council Tax for County Council purposes would  therefore increase by £33.75 to £1,168.29. Having added the elements for Police, Fire, District and Town Council, the Band D tax for the average Wareham household would be £1,619.21.

Pedestrian Rail Crossing at Wareham Rail Station
· Work had commenced on the new security fence and gates at the pedestrian level crossing adjacent the railway station. There had been some criticism of the fencing, however Network Rail were exempt from the need for planning permission for such works. 

· The supervisor's security hut had recently been vandalised. The County Council's response was to inform the Town Clerk that it would be the County's intention to lock the crossing gates when unmanned, unless the Council was prepared to underwrite making good any damage. Councillor Budd had suggested via the Town Clerk that the risk could be mitigated by providing lockable shutters to the windows, similar to action taken by the Town Council at the Recreation Ground Pavilion following vandalism. 

· There was still no word on the proposed opening hours for the crossing although the Town Council’s Rail Crossing Working Party had discussed this issue with the County Council at the start of the year.

Purbeck Schools Review

· The County Council was currently re-consulting on elements of the Purbeck School Review with regard to its proposals for Bere Regis, Wool 
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and Swanage. The County Council had taken the view that it was not viable to split secondary education between Wareham and Swanage.

Purbeck District Council Report

Councillor E Osmond reported as follows:

· At the Purbeck District Council meeting held on 24th February 2010, Members agreed to impose a 2.75% increase on the Council Tax; this amounted to just over 8p a week increase on a "Band D" property. It was important to bear in mind that the District Council was the collecting agency for the Towns and Parishes, the D.e.C. and the Police and Fire Authorities.
Purbeck District Council had been very prudent over recent years and had ensured that, although very difficult, every department had made financial savings without any cutback in services. This was despite the fact that the Central Government was increasing its grant by just 0.5 % and a reduction of £110,000 was being withdrawn from specific support for the Concessionary Fare Scheme.

· Although the District Council would remain in the Pathfinder project, it unanimously agreed not to join the "Cluster" of Weymouth & Portland and West Dorset District Councils, since the estimated savings to Purbeck District Council were relatively small, compared to the other two, and the District Council would lose much of its independence. It would still aim, however, to achieve savings from any other Authority and continue working with the other two on I.T., on Revenues and Benefits and on Building Control Services. 

· The Purbeck Sports Centre was awaiting confirmation of a £92,000 grant from sport England which would enable the refurbishment of the Male and Female cubicles and changing rooms.

· Members were requested to see further items of note on the District Council website.
Representatives Reports

Councillor Mrs. Elmes reported on the Wareham and District Development Trust meeting that she had attended as follows –

· Concern was expressed at the cost of the WDDT Development Manager’s post and it had been suggested that outside funding be sought.
· Priory Meadow project was near completion. They were going to be planting £300 worth of seeds over the next few weeks. A Purbeck stone path was being installed along with a willow tunnel as a shelter over the path. Drainage of the picnic area would be improved.
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· Frome riverbank area: there was concern expressed that the performance area is often flooded and this deterred its use.
· Work is to start on the two strips of land beside St Edward's and St Martin's Churches - now that it had been established that a crack in the wall under St Martin's is not a health and safety risk.

· The Wareham Pound needed sorting out and replanting. It belonged to the Rempstone Estate and there was a discussion as to whether the Court Leet would do the work or whether to use students from Kingston Maurward. It was also suggested that students from the Purbeck Centre may be used, under supervision.
· Organisers of the Car Boot sales at Purbeck School needed help to continue and the trustees thought there might be an opportunity to get involved.

· The Children's Conservation Pack, to hand out to children visiting Priory Meadow, was nearly complete. 
· The Sports Centre had approached the Trust to see if a climbing wall could be funded, however members thought that this was not of sufficient interest to a range of people in the community.  Only one quotation for the work involved had been received and the Trust decided that they could not find the £25,000 requested. 

· The Trust was in need of more trustees and several names were put forward to be approached.

· There was a discussion regarding the Wareham Community Partnership. There had been no meetings for two years and Councillor Elmes considered it to be defunct, although Mr K Randall considered that he was still the Chairman.  It had been agreed that It needed reviving and there had been an offer of funding from Rempstone Estate to provide funding for a secretary. Mr Randall alleged that the Town Council had withdrawn all support for this partnership which Councillor Elmes refuted, since both she and Councillor Mrs Selby had been elected to represent the Council in May 2009. The Trustees agreed that the first priority of the partnership once it was up and running again would be to investigate the provision of a youth drop-in centre.

Councillor Mrs. Elmes also reported that she had attended a meeting of the Wareham Twinning Society held on 12th February, 2010 and that a visit from various organisations from Conches  would be held on the weekend of 26th – 28th March, 2010. The visitors from France would be accommodated at Sandford Touring Park and attend a reception at Harry’s Sports Bar on the Saturday evening.
Representatives on Outside Bodies

Cllr Mrs C Turner, representative to Dorset Association of Parish and Town Councils (Larger Town Councils), reported on the following:
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She had attended the last meeting of DAPTC held at the Reading Rooms in Church Knowle on the 17th January 2010.  She strongly recommended
a visit as it was a real case of a village getting together with manpower, muscle and determination to refurbish a derelict building, producing a lovely meeting room for the community at a very low outlay of only around £17,500.

· The Guest Speaker was Derek Moss, a Sustainability /Environmental

Consultant for Household Energy and Local Issues. He gave a very interesting outline on all aspects of energy conservation from wind turbines, photovoltaic panels, wood burning stoves, to renewable biomass resource, referred to as: ‘sustainable solutions that don't cost the earth’. 

· A report was read out from a PACT meeting for Bere Regis, Lytchett Matravers and Wareham St Martin Parishes which was held in December 2009:
·  In Bere Regis, people were still being recruited for the Homewatch team.  Main areas of concern appeared to be graffiti and the prevention of someone using a catapult to knock out the lights of the floodlit sports area.

· For Sandford, the main concern was to persuade cars leaving Sandford First school to all turn left to the roundabout and to come back up Sandford road, rather than turn right across the traffic. There had been some near misses and complaints therefore a school visit was planned with letters sent out to parents, in addition to plans for a painted arrow at the entrance indicating ‘turn left ‘only.

· Morden had a litter pick day but despite a leaflet drop in the area no local residents turned up to help. 
· The police had been patrolling Lytchett Matravers to reduce speeding drivers.

· A report from Purbeck Transport Action Group stated that at their meeting in December the proposed closure of the Wareham pedestrian railway crossing was discussed, the X53 was noted, a group in Wool were being formed to adopt their railway station, County Council was looking at funding for projects to assist visitors to reach areas not served by public transport (through shared taxis, water transport from Swanage to Poole, cycle routes etc), and the Swanage Hopper and the Home Hopper service were building up with clients well.  Funding for the Swanage to the main rail network was discussed and Councillor Mrs B Ezzard advised that she was pressing County Council to alter the timing of the Holton Heath traffic lights to favour the main road more than it does at present. Wareham St Martin Parish Council had since contacted the relevant officer, however, to state that all local residents and business felt that the light sequence was right.
· Councillor Mrs Turner reported that she had been nominated to attend the meeting of the Policy Development Panel on Transport Contributions on behalf of DAPTC on the 23rd February. The purpose of the meeting was primarily to establish the membership of the panel.  Following a meeting of 
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the Policy Group on 21st July 2009 it had been agreed that the panel should be  composed of 5 Councillors (2 Liberal Democrat, 2 Conservative 

and 1 Independent), a representative officer of the County Council (as the local  highway authority), a Parish Council representative (nominated by the Dorset  Association of Parish and Town Councils) and a representative of the  development industry. Panel objectives were to review the operation of the   system for taking contributions from development to fund transport infrastructure   in Purbeck, specifically in relation to:

a. the current arrangements as set out in the supplementary 
planning guidance. 

b    the deliverability of the schemes set out in the Purbeck 

Transportation Strategy in view of the changes to the guidance in 2010.

c.   the deliverability of the guidance in view of inflation in the road 

      construction prices index.

d.   considering other ways of funding improvements to the 
      transport infrastructure in Purbeck.

The principle aim of the review had been to ensure that the transport infrastructure needs of the District were assessed, planned for and delivered - target date 2026/2027. The panel was agreed and Councillor Mrs Turner had been requested to attend on behalf of DAPTC – next meeting:  30th March 2010.

The Mayor thanked Councillor Mrs Turner for her report. 

159.  REPORT OF UP TO DATE EXPENDITURE AND INCOME AGAINST BUDGET AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT BY MEMBERS AND PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
A copy of the up to date consolidated income and expenditure account showing transactions dated 2nd March, 2010 was handed to and acknowledged by each member of the Council together with current payments totalling £5,431.97 for approval.
RESOLVED that the report of up to date expenditure and income against budget and accounts dated 2nd March, 2010  totalling £5,431.97 be approved.
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160. STRATEGIC HOUSING LAND AVAILABILTY ASSESSMENT – WAREHAM

Members had been circulated with a copy of the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment for the Parish of Wareham.  The Town Clerk reported that it was a Government requirement that was put together annually and represented land that has been submitted by landowners as potential sites for
development.  He reported that full details of each site were held in the Town Clerk’s Office and may be viewed on request.
After a discussion it was –

RESOLVED that the report be noted.
161.  STANDING ORDERS WORKING PARTY
The Town Clerk reported that he had received a copy of the new NALC Model Standing Orders and it was now necessary to set a date for the Standing Orders Working Party to meet again
After a discussion it was –

RESOLVED that the members of the Standing Orders Working Party meet on a suitable date and time for all Members, the date to be agreed on the return of Councillor Critchley from holiday.
162. COUNCILLOR VACANCY – UPDATE

Members were requested to consider circulated correspondence from an applicant for the position of a Town Councillor.  The Town Clerk reported that the applicant had been interviewed and satisfied all the necessary criteria. The Mayor welcomed the applicant  to the meeting.
The applicant gave a brief outline of her career and interests and left the Chamber.

After a discussion it was -.

RESOLVED that Mrs. L. Kenyon be appointed as a Wareham Town Councillor.
The Mayor welcomed Mrs. Kenyon on to the Town Council and invited  her to join Members at the table.

Councillor K. Green wished to record that he had abstained from voting.
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Councillor Mrs. C. Turner wished to record that she had abstained from voting.      

163. RESIGNATION OF TOWN COUNCILLOR
Members had been circulated with a copy of a letter of resignation received from Councillor Mrs. M. Wainwright to take effect at the end of the current Civic Year in May 2010.
The Mayor reported that she had reluctantly accepted Councillor Mrs. Wainwright’s resignation and that she was very sorry to hear of her decision however she was delighted to note that she intended to retain her membership of the Wareham in Bloom Committee, as a member of the public. The Mayor thanked Councillor Mrs Wainwright for all her wonderful service to the Town Council and in particular for her valued contribution to the Wareham in Bloom committee. 
RESOLVED that the Town Council note with regret the resignation of Councillor Mrs. M. Wainwright to take effect at the end of the current Civic Year in May 2010.
164. STREET NAMING – WORGRET ROAD, WAREHAM
Members had received a copy of correspondence for proposals to name a new development on land to the rear of 32 – 42 Worgret Road, Wareham “Worgret Gardens.”
After a discussion it was –

RESOLVED that the Town Council support the naming of the new development on land to the rear of 32 – 42 Worgret Road, Wareham as “Worgret Gardens”.
165.  ANY OTHER ITEMS THE MAYOR DEEMS URGENT (for report or for the next agenda only)
The Town Clerk reported receipt of a cheque in the sum of £15,000.00 from Viridor Credits in respect of a grant in aid of Phase III works at the Town Hall. The Council voiced its satisfaction with this grant which, together with a grant of £4,000 from Purbeck District Council, had enabled the cost of these works to be considerably reduced.
Councillors Osmond and Russell declared a personal interest under the Model Code of Conduct in this item as both were Trustees of Viridor Credits. 
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The Mayor reported that a Quiz evening would be held on Friday 19th March, 2010 at 7.30 p.m. in the Corn Exchange in aid of her Charities and was hoping that a team would be entered representing the Town Council.   
166.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Noted that the date of the next Town Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 14th April,  2010. 
The meeting closed at 8.15 p.m.  
